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existence in Soviet Russia, as well as the opportunity of organizing
a defense against the aggressive attempts of the Renovators. The
Soviet government, for its part, now entered upon a new stage in
the religious struggle, and, as a direct attack on the Orthodox
church from the outside proved unsuccessful, it was decided to try
to control it from within.
The Patriarch profited by his return to the Don Monastery to
issue a statement, on July 15, in which he censured the activities of
the Living Church. He reviewed the circumstances in which the
members of the Living Church had appropriated his chancery, in-
stead of transferring it to Agathangel (see page 173), and he repu-
diated their statement that they had obtained power from him,
pointing out that it was impossible to bestow the authority of a
bishop on secular clergymen, and reminding his opponents that an
arbitrary seizure of a diocese was punishable by unfrocking (Arti-
cle 16 of the Antioch Council). The usurpers had further aggra-
vated their position by consecrating new bishops for the dioceses
sequestrated by them, and had placed themselves without the
church. Therefore all their actions during the Patriarch's absence
were void. Reassuming the authority, which had been delegated to
Agathangel, Tikhon summoned the faithful bishops to assist him
in conciliating the church, and invited those who had been seduced
to repent. Among the latter was Sergius, the future Locum Tencns
of the Patriarchal See, who performed his penance in the garb of
a simple monk. The churches in Moscow immediately rallied
around the Patriarch and the masses followed their example, so
that the faithful again crowded the Patriarchal churches;, while
those of the Renovators "were deserted.
The Living Church had compromised itself in the opinion of the
people by its relations with the Bolsheviks and the radicalism of the
new ideas it introduced into religion. In this last respect, however,
it tried to act with caution. All radical plans resulting from its
program of reform, both in the field of doctrine and cult, were rde-
gated by the Council to a special committee for further discussions,
in which the entire body of the church had to participate. But there
were some external circumstances which produced such an iia-
favorable impression on the masses that the victors themselves were
farced to make concessions. In the first place, the Renovators saw